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OUR STORY
RANCHING & FARMING
CALIFORNIA
The Flying M Ranch extends over 24 square
miles (~15,500 acres) of farmlands and
grasslands in Merced County.
The story of the Flying M Ranch
(FMR)
began
in
1959,
when
John and Lucia Myers started
purchasing property in Merced
County.

OUR MISSION

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
“To preserve agriculture and property, while fostering innovation,
and developing sustainable ranching and farming practices.”
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Over the years, the couple established themselves as prominent ranchers, farmers, conservationists, and philanthropists.
Today, the Ranch is operated by
the couple’s grandsons.
At FMR, we are tasked with leveraging
this
lands
potential
for
agricultural
productivity,
while preserving thousands of
acres of fragile grassland habitat. For over 50 years, our family has been able to achieve this
balance. Today, FMR provides
a variety of goods and services
to a variety of industries, including agriculture, aerospace,
entertainment, education, and
environmental science and conservation.
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AGRICULTURE
Third generation ranchers and
farmers

FMR has been ranching and
farming the Central Valley for
over 60 years. Today, we are
partnered with various ranchers
interested
in
holistic
grassland
management
practices and raising top quality
cattle. The ranch also farms
almonds and olives for customers and consumers across the
United States and around the
world.
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RANCHING
GRAZING FOR GRASSLAND VITALITY
FMR is protecting grasslands with carefully
management grazing practices.

Grazing is a critical condition
for maintaining the health of
grassland ecosystems. The “Flying M” brand has sustainably
raised beef cattle for over six
decades. New partnerships have
opened up new opportunities.
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FMR is aware of the environmental challenges in today’s world.
Since the early 1980s, we have
been working with conservation
organizations
to
protect
the
fragile vernal pool grasslands
on the ranch.
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FARMING
INVESTING IN A FUTURE OF GROWTH
Farming the great San Joaquin Valley

Crop production on the ranch
began in the 1980s, with citrus
and
alfalfa.
Today,
the
ranch farms almonds and olives
for
customers
and
consumers
across the United States and
around the world.
FMR
and
its
partners
began
transitioning
to
almonds
and
olives several years ago.
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California’s mediterranean climate provides ideal conditions
for growing almonds, and the
state generates around 82 percent of global production.
While Spain, Italy, and Greece
are the world’s major olive producers, California is the only
economically
important
olive
growing state in the U.S.
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EVENT SERVICES
Beauty, Privacy, & Seclusion

The Flying M Ranch offers vast
tracts of undeveloped, private
land, affording unique opportunities for businesses in a
variety of industries.
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OUTDOOR FASHION SHOOTS
GETTING THE SHOT
The FMR landscape is California in its original condition, unaltered by the human hand.
It is raw, naked, exposed, and beautiful.

At the Flying M Ranch, nature bestows us with endless
beauty. The vast grassland
presents a blanket of colors
that stretch as far as the eye
can see.
In
the
winter
and
spring,
rain brings new life and vigor to the grassland, and a
landscape
dotted
with
vernal pools, and teaming with
wildflowers
expands
to
the
horizon. As the rainy seasons
give way to summer and fall,
fields of emerald green give
way to fields of gold.
The rich and diverse themes
of the FMR landscape afford
photographers
with
endless
freedom to define the perfect
scene.
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FILM
SETTING THE SCENE
FMR can accommodate film productions of any
scale, providing landscape themes as unique
and colorful as the productions themselves.

Looking
upon
the
grasslands of FMR, the eyes take
in a scene that conjures up
dreams of adventures in far
off lands.
The appearance of FMR resembles the solitudinous expanse of grasslands in the
Serengeti of Africa, the Mongolian-Manchurian
steppe,
and the Pampas of Argentina
and Uruguay.
For filmmakers, FMR provides
extraordinary
settings
for
adventure, romance, action,
and drama, a short distance
away from Los Angeles and
San Francisco.
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LOCATION & THEMES
OFFERING UNIQUE LOCATIONS & THEMES
Different locations around the ranch offer a
variety of themes. These extraordinary settings can suit projects large and small: from
major motion picture productions and television programs, to commercials, music videos,
and student films.
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AERONAUTICS & TECHNOLOGY
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
The Flying M Ranch has a long and decorated
history in the world of aeronautical research
and development.

FMR’s founder, John Wescott
Myers
I,
was
a
renowned
World War II test pilot. As
chief
engineering
test
pilot at Northrop, he test flew
hundreds of planes, from the
P-61 “Black Widow” to the
flying wing prototypes.
Today, FMR provides land use
arrangements
to
companies
in aeronautics and technology. FMR offers the vast area
and privacy required to safely
and securely engage in aeronautics research and development.
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GEOSPATIAL TECHNOLOGY
A WEALTH OF SPATIAL DATA
With extensive areas of both grasslands and
crops, and unique topographical features,
FMR provides an ideal testing ground for geospatial technologies.

Land cover across FMR includes the vernal-pool grasslands of the nature preserve,
row crops, perennial orchard
crops,
vegetated
riparian
zones, and small water bodies. These land cover types
provide
varying
conditions
for testing data acquisition
and processing technologies.
FMR supports companies developing sensors for geospatial applications, and can arrange access to various areas
of the ranch depending on
project needs.
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CONSERVATION
Protecting grassland ecosystems conserves biodiversity

Ranchers protect some of the
best intact grasslands in the
United States. Healthy grasslands promote cleaner streams,
less
fertilizer
runoff,
increased numbers of pollinators
for plants, and high carbon
sequestration in soils. Since
the early 1980s, the Flying M
Ranches has worked with conservation organizations to protect and maintain the health of
its grassland ecosystem.
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VERNAL POOL GRASSLANDS
A LEADER IN GRASSLAND CONSERVATION
With several conservation easements, totalling 5,000 acres, the Flying M Ranch is a
leader in grasslands conservation.

The Merced Grasslands, one
of the largest and most intact
vernal pool-grasslands habitats in the world, supports a
unique assemblage of native
species.
The
vernal
pools,
ringed by wildflowers in the
spring, harbor a number of
rare and endangered species.
The pools also attract large
flocks of wintering waterfowl
and shorebirds in the rainy
season.
Cattle are a critical component of the vernal-pool grasslands.
Research
has
found
that by grazing down invasive
European grasses, cattle enable the native herbaceous
flowers to grow and flourish.
This is why the Flying M has
worked with conservation organizations,
biologists
and
botanists to assess the condition of our ecosystem for
over 30 years.
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EXPLORING FMR
A place of extradinary history
and natural beauty

The Flying M Ranch’s mystique
and charm arise from the exquisite
natural
beauty
and
history of the land, and the remarkable stories, adventures,
and
accomplishments
of
the
Myers family.
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LANDMARKS & HISTORY
A LANDSCAPE OF PLENTY
The FMR landscape is dotted with hidden
treasures and natural wonders.

The grasslands of the Flying M Ranch appear as they
did centuries ago. From the
summit of Haystack Mountain
to
the
meandering
streams
far below, the scene remains
nearly unaltered by the human touch.
Around the property, grinding
bowls
and
petroglyphs
of the Northern Valley Yokut
can be seen etched into the
stone banks of streams, and
the rock walls of cliffs.
From the foothills of the Sierra Nevada mountains, Burns
Creek and Bear Creek wind
their way through the property. The Creeks provide habitat for migratory birds and
waterfowl, and serve as key
components of the surrounding ecosystem.
High above, bald eagles and
red-tailed hawks soar to extraordinary heights as they
scour the creeks and vernal
pool grasslands for prey.
Down below, coyotes and bobcats roam the rolling hills
and valleys of the FMR landscape.
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MAESTRO
AVIATION LEGACY
FMR’s founder, John Wescott Myers I was a
renowned World War II test pilot whose extraordinary flying skills earned him the nickname “Maestro.”

John graduated from Harvard
Law School in 1936, and would
eventually serve as assistant
general counsel of Lockheed
Aircraft. In addition to his
legal work, he ferried planes
for the company, and served
as a test pilot.
In 1941, John was appointed
chief engineering test pilot
at Northrop Corp., where he
performed experimental test
flights on the P-61 Black Widow and the first flying wing.
At 86 years old, John had
logged over 70,000 hours. He
kept flying until he was 93.

“

about 10 years olda role model for all
pilots. We always
up to him.

“

He was
er and
of us
looked

- Gen. Chuck Yeager
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